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“Operation G.I. Yo”: Pulling Strings in the Middle East 


"Operation G.L Yo” invites you to send yo-yos 
to your relatives and friends who are stationed in 
the Middle East. : 

The idea for “Operation G.L Yo” was inspired 
by yo-yo manufacturer Design in Wood and its 
owner, Ken Picou. (See separate story.) 

Following up on Ken’s idea, we contacted other 
yo-yo manufacturers and asked if they’d join in the 
effort to get yo-yos into the hands of our troops in 
Operation Desert Shield. Most readily agreed with 
the idea. 

Incidentally, “Operation G.I. Yo” is a non-politi- 
cal campaign. Manufacturers we talked to ex- 
pressed a full range of opinions on the war, from 
flag-waving support to strong opposition, yet they 
all agreed that an infusion of yo-yos into the situa- 
tion would be a positive force for good and would 
represent a gesture for peace. 

For every yo-yo ordered for a GI. (either a 


Design in Wood and 


Elementary Students Send 


Yo-Yos to Saudi 


In its ad in the November-December 1990 issue 
of Yo-Yo Times, Design in Wood included a brief 
notice: “Send a Slo-Yo [the company’s most 
popular model] to a serviceman stuck in Saudi 
Arabia. He’s hot and bored and needs something 
to help him loosen up.” 

The note caught the eye of Bonnie Matthews and 
the 17 members of her Yo-Yo Club in grades 2 
through 6 at Cameron Elementary School in 
Alexandria, Va. 

"Our school-wide emphasis this year is 
‘Courage to Care,’” Bonnie said. “As our Courage 
to Care project, the Yo-Yo Club collected con- 
tributions from our students and staff to send yo- 
yos to our service men and women in Saudi 
Arabia. 

"Our goal was to collect $25.00,” she said. “It is 
a real tribute to our students that they contributed 
$75.00! They are, indeed, caring and generous.” 

Cameron Hlementaty has a diverse student 
population, with children of 22 nationalities; 56% 
of the students are “minorities,” she said. 

Some of the yo-yos were directly to individual 
solders. Others went to" Any Solider" 

Design in Wood’s Ken Picou was so touched 
when he received the order, that he doubled up on 
it and sent twice as many yo-yos as were or- 
dered — and inspired “Operation G.I. Yo.” 

Several other individuals also sent along their 
contributions and ordered yo-yos for soldiers in 
Saudi, Ken said. 


specific G.I, or “Any Soldier”) from a participat- 
ing company (see list below), the company will 
send a second yo-yo at no extra charge “for a 
buddy.” All orders will be shipped via the US. 
Postal Service and must be addressed to a Desert 
Storm APO or AFO address. 

Also, if you will forward those names and ad- 
dresses to us, we will send free copies of the next 
two issues of “Yo-Yo Times” to your G.I. (Be sure 
to include the G.I.’s home address as well as 
his/her APO or AFO address as well as you own 
address.) 

This is a no-profit venture, The yo-yo companies 
have made special offers for “Operation G.I. Yo” 


Manufacturers Participating | 


in “Operation G.I. Yo” 


The following yo-yo manufacturers have joined 
“Operation G.I. Yo.” Unless otherwise indicated, 
they will send TWO yo-yos to a soldier in Saudi 
Arabia for every ONE yo-yo ordered. Please ad- 
dress y our orders directly to"Operation G.I. Yo" in 
care of the yo-yo company. 

Postage and handling (P&H) where listed is for 
the shipping of two yo-yos. Prices are for orders to 
a single address. 

American Spinners Yo-Yo Co., 57 Willowbrook 
Bivd., Suite 406, Wayne, NY 07470. Standard 
model wooden y0-yos available in white, red, yel- 
low or blue; $7 for 2 plus $2 S&H. 

Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, 847 W. Fifth St., Chico, 
CA 95928. “Bird in Hand’s Finest" standard 
wooden yo-yo, available in 3 solid colors, red, 
white or blue, 2 for $10 plus $2.50 P&H. 

Design in Wood, 5508 Montview, Austin, TX 
78756. Slo- Yo woodenyo-y os, $3 for 2, or 4 for $6; 
plus $3 S&H for up to 4 yo-yos to a single address. 

Hummingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St, P.O. 
Bax 276, Arcade, NY 14009. Special "Operation 
Desert Storm" yo-yo made of rock maple with 
natural finish; $3.95 for 2 plus $2 P&H; includes 5 
extra strings. 

The Klutz Yo-Yo Book (complete with 
hardwood yo-yo), 2 copies $9.95 plus $2 P&H, 
Klutz Press Inc., 2121 Staunton Ct, Palo Alto, CA 
94306. 

Playmaxx Inc., 1665 E. 18th St., Suite 207, Tuc- 
son, AZ.85719. Long-spinning P1o-Yos, $3 for 2, 
plus $1.25 P&H; includes 2 extra strings. All-cot- 
ton string, 12 for $1 if ordered at same time. 
Play maxx will also shipa case of 24 yo-yos (includ- 
ing 2 dozen extra strings) for $37.20 postpaid. 

Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califomia St., 
San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138. No-Jive 


[See “OPERATION G.I. YO,” pg. 3] 


that assure none of them will profit extensively. 
Most companies in every industry (including the 
yo-yo industry) operate on approximately a 50% 
profit margin for wholesale buyers, so by sending 
an extra yo-yowith every order, they are essential- 
ly making no profit. If they should find “Operation 
GI. Yo” putting extra profits into their pockets, 
they have assured us they will send a commen- 
surate number of additional y 0-yos to our soldiers. 

The following list of participating companies is 
as complete as we were able to make itas we went 
to press, Other companies had not yet gotten back 
to us but are expected to join. If your favorite yo- 
yo manufacturer is notyet on this list, contact them 
directly. 

Totake advantage of these special offers, address 
your order directly to the yo-yo company at 
“OPERATION G.I. YO, [Yo-Yo Company, Ad- 
dress}.” 


Smothers, Hummingbird, 
Wood Knapp Donate 


Yo-Yos, Videos to Soldiers 


Shortly before Christmas, the Smothers 
Brothers and Hummingbird Toy Co. sent 1000 Yo- 
Yo Man Yo-Yos to our troops in Saudi Arabia. 
Wood Knapp Video joined, at Tom Smothers’ sug- 
gestion, and sent along 20 copies of the “Yo-Yo 
Man Video,” which it markets. 

The contribution “was part of a promotion by 
the USO, MGM Crand Airlines and KLOS [a 
local Los Angeles FM station], who put together 
a package called ‘Operation Desert Cheer,’” ex- 
plained Smothers Brothers spokesperson Cathy 
Bruegger. Contributions from other sponsors in- 
cluded such items as books, tapes, CDs, tape 
players and so on, she said. 

Hummingbird had been preparing to send some 
yo-y os to the soldiers when Tom called totell them 
about Desert Cheer, Hummingbird VP-sales & 
marketing Jim Watt told us. Hummingbird readi- 
ly agreed to take part. It also shipped 1000 spe- 
cially produced “Operation Desert Shield” 
yo-yos. 

Ina separate effort, it also sent 1000 special pad- 
dleballs called the “Iraqi Wacker,” with “you 
know who’s face on it,” Jim said, Hummingbird 
made the paddleballs for Paul Kratzer and Co. of 
Salisbury, Md., which is marketing them in the 
US. through retail gift-shop channels. 

"We have received quite a number of letters 
from individual soldiers and commanding officers 
expressing their gratitude,” he said. 

"We're starting production onan ‘Operation 
Desert Storm Yo-Yo’, which we will be donating 
to the troops,” he continued. The company was 


reluctant to offer them for sale out of concer that 
someone might think they were attempting to 
profit from the war, but “we’ve been bombarded 
by so many people asking for them that we are 
going to offer them for sale.” (They are priced at 
$3.95 each plus $2 shipping and handling; see the 
box that begins on page 1 for address.) 


Reach Out and 
Pull Some Strings 


When AT&T decided to send out a promotion 
for its new Intemational PRO-WATS service, it 
looked around for an appropriate gimmick to in- 
crease interest among potential customers. And, 
yes —you guessed it! — it selected the yo-yo. 

“The mailing went out in mid-November,” ex- 
plained Lynn Newman, public relations manager 
for International Communications Services, 
AT&T Intemational in Morristown, N.J. “It went 
to businesses that are not our customers, and 
promoted a service called ‘Intemational PRO- 
WATS.” _ 

Under the program, if you make a certain 
volume of calls, you receive a better rate for inter- 
national calls. “The promotion was a way to at- 
tract new customers to [the service],” she said. 

The mailing came in a cardboard box. Inside 
was anoffer of a free day’s worth of overseas calls 
(up to $100 in value)—and a blue yo-yo. On one 
side of the yo-y owas the Westem Hemisphere; the 
Eastem Hemisphere was on the other side. 

"The yo-yo was for our customers to keep as a 
reminder that this was a promotion for a service 
that allows them to call all over the world,” she 
continued. “Our advertising agency came up with 
the idea.” 

How successful was it? “We don’t know yet— 
and even if we did, we couldn’ t talk aboutit.” Why 
not? “For competitive reasons.” 

By the way, it’s too late to take advantage of the 
free day of calls now. The offer expired Dec. 31. 


CHARM YOUR AUDIENCE 


*EVEN IF THE AUDIENCE IS ONLY YOU. 


- Dich 0-YO 


Pull this sleek spinner out of its carry pouch & the fun 


Salt Lake Championship 


by Dale Myrberg 
On Dec. 1, the second annual Greater Salt Lake 
Area Yo-Yo Championships were held at Trolley 
Square in Salt Lake City, sponsored once again by 
Trolley Square, Hummingbird Toy Co. and “The 
Air Apparent,” a kite and novelty shop in Trolley 


The event began on Nov. 17 with a Dale Myr- 
berg Yo-Yo Show, followed by a 90-minute yo-yo 
workshop. The participants had two weeks to 
practice for the final event. 

The yo-yo players in our area are improving 
with each passing year There are some good 
string-trick artists, but so far we’ re lacking in two- 
handed players. We have a 37-year-old man, Ron 
Spears, who is great at string tricks and is also 
doing some pretty nice two-handed yoing, who 
won the senior division (ages 17 and up) cham- 
pionship by a thread. 

Competition was tough in all three divisions and 
each champion was determined by tiebreakers. 
Contestants were judged on a point system, using 
most of the tricks Dennis McBride included in the 
Califomia State Championships in October 

Two-handed tricks were excluded from our 
event this year due to lack of ability. We hope our 
players have been inspired to move along and 
leam the art of two-handed yoing so we can in- 
clude some of those tricks in next year’s contest. 

The first three places and the winners’ ages in 
each division are: 

BEGINNERS: (1) Aaron Mia, 11; (2) Jared 
Hess, 11; (3) Chris Brown, 11. 

ADVANCED (ages 12-16): (1) Dallas Brown- 
ing, 14; (2) Ciaran Connelty, 12; {3) Scott Nybo, 
12. 


SENIORS (ages 17 and up): (1) Ron Spears, 37; 
(2) Fred Crawford, 43; (3) Troy Wenzel, 23. 


begins! Monster sleepers of 60 seconds and more, 
or 50 Around-the-World’s are now possible. These 

astonishing spins attract even the casual onlooker as 
this forgiving yo-yo invites you to excel. Create your 
own multiple trick combinations or, tell a story with 
the yo-yo. It is mesmerizing! The secret to this 1 3/4 
ounce wonder is a precision ball bearing axle and 
a unique adjustable string gap which allows rapid 


CONTEST NEWS N.E. Regionals, June 22 


The Northeast Regional Yo-Yo Meet and Com- 
petition will be held on Saturday, June 22, 1991. 

Rich Falls of Pine City, N.Y., will display his yo- 
yo collection. Don Duncan of Playmaxx Toys is 
expected to attend. “The Yo-Yo Princess” Jennifer 
Baybrook will also perform. Other local and na- 
tional yo-y cers will be on hand todemonstrate and 
teach yo-yoing. 

The contest will get underway at 1 p.m. 

The event will take place at St. Paul’s Methodist 
Church on Church Street in St. Albans, Vermont, 
which is north of Burlington, Vt, off route I-89. 
There is no admission charge. 

For information, write or call Stephanie and 
Robert Baybrook at R.D. 1, Box 1220, Enosburg 
Falls, VT 05450, 802/933-5209. 


YO BRIEFS 


© The traveling exhibit of “The Retum of the 
Yo-Yo” has new dates. They are: July 3-Aug. 8, 
Lakeforest, Gaithersburg, Md. (a suburb of 
Washington, D.C.), and Aug. 13-Sept. 29, Marley 
Station, Gien Bumie, Md. (a suburb of Baltimore). 
Future appearances of the traveling showcase will 
be announced later 

e “Dr Yo” Tom Kuhn will put on a yo-yo 
demonstration at Branner Hail at the Stanford 
University campus in Palo Alto at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday, Feb. 8. His performance is a part of the on- 
going “Branner Presents” program as part of its 
Third Annual Two Weeks of Fun and Contention 
festival. For information, call Kennell Jackson Jz 
at 415/497-0658. 

e@ If you check out our classified ad section, 
you’ ll notice two advertisements for Royal and 
Chico yo-yos, the companies founded by the late 
Joe Radovan. Joe’s daughter, Jo Ann Radovan 
Brown, is selling many of the yo-yos in her fami- 
ly collection. On an even largerscale, his son, Tom 
Radovan, who used to travel with him as he 
traveled the yo-yo man circuit in the 1950s and 
early 1960s, is selling both the companies, includ- 
ing the trademarks, equipment and supplies. See 
the classifieds for details if you are interested. 

e@ Remember our story in the Sept-Oct. 1990 
issue entitled, “Welcome to ‘Barron’s Readers”? 
We told how our ad in the “Yearbook of Experts, 
Authorities and Spokespersons” inadvertently 
and unexpectedly showed up in a recent issue of 
“Barron’s.” Well, that’s not the end of the story. A 
synopsis of that story appeared on the “Noted and 
Quoted” page of “MagazineWeek” in its Dec. 10- 
14, 1990, issue. “If youwere marketing a newslet- 
ter about yo-yos, where would you buy space?” 
the “MagazineWeek” article asked. “‘Sesame 
Street’ magazine, maybe, or, for the older crowd, 
‘Boy’s Life’? Well, ‘Barron’s’ is apparently the 
place tobe,” the article says. Afterourad appeared 
in Barron’s, “the yo-yo newsletter received a 
steady stream of calls from ‘Barron’s’ readers who 
wanted a sample copy.” The “MagazineWeek” ar- 


yo-yo “tune-ups.” Beginners advance quickly & 
experts will enter the yo-yo Twilight Zone. 
Now add the SB-2 to your bag of tricks! 


ticle included a picture of the front page of our 
newsletter— which displayed our phone number. 
And, would you believe it?, our phone rang 
repeatedly once again! The miracles of publicity. 
accessories, A bonus spare bearing, N¢3.00 Postpaid We think we’ Il express our gratitude by sending a 
\ame Phone yo-yo to the editors of “Barron’s” and “Magazine- 
Addrv Week.” We’ re waiting for them to invite us to one 
tins aie , of their big bashes. 

@ Hayes Modem recently hired David Devlin to 
perform his yo-yo routine for a party at SciTrek 
4 --1S ANOS | Museum, the Science and Technology Museum of 
-.). Lea Atlanta. He donated his fee to the museum. David 
LM snes also performs as a volunteer several. times a year 
at the museum and runs yo-yo classes there oc- 
casionaily. 


Yes! Rush me the SB-2 bowed with Flight Manmal, powwh. | 


Viva/ Wl Exp Date 


TOM RUT V0-V0'S ETD. 


2343 Falifwenia Meee 


Phone Orders 
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to two}, Gem Jive, a game similar to jacks, con- 
sisting of 15 ing gem stones and new game 


pete ecea crea 


NEW! YOMEGA FIREBALL™ 


NEW YO BRIEFS 


strings: they have a velcro loop on the finger end, 
making them easier on tender, young fingers. 


set of axles has a slightly larger dimension, which 


handling. Genuine 
his $19.9. 


5 variations ($2.95 +$2.50 S&H). Free catalog. | Patented transaxle system yo-yo. | 
‘ zi cy eal “plate: ‘ales moe 2ec., @ Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califomia Solid red cap with gold graphics. $5.95 each 
nee eas ec aee te Snipe St, San Francisco, CA94115, 415/921-8138, now | NEW! YOMEGA RAIDER™ | 
yo ene ee ye fly, all loving- has available for its Wooden No-Jive modular yo- Pie a 
ly handcrafted out of hardwood, by Tom Farley, a ; ; |] Unique high-performance roller-bearing yo-yo | 
former auto mechanic. A unique touch is in the ee ee designed for super long spins and responsive 
: iq a and the Diamond specials) special trick axles. One | i ack leather holster | 
| | 


Extra strings are 25 cents (minimum order, five, 
plus first-class postage for up to 10 strings). “Ispin 
my own strings out of cotton kite string,” Tom 
said. All yo-yos come in a drawstring velour car- 
tying bag, with an extra string. The laminated yo- 
yos are made of combinations of black 
walnut/maple and purple heart/maple, with birch 
axles. “I haven’t had any axles break, and I think 
birch spins a little smoothes,” he said. The yo-yas 
are $12.50 each for the regular designs and $20 
for quilt and picture-frame designs, plus $1 S&H 
for one and $.50 for each additional yo-yo. Send 
a self-addressed, stamped envelope for a descrip- 
tive leaflet. 

e@ Yomega Corp. has a new address: 1058 
Pleasant St., Fall River, MA 02723-0402, 
508/672-7399. Yomega also has two new yo-yos 
and a number of other new toy products. The 
Fireball is a transax le-system yo-yo (similar to the 
Outrageous) with bright-red caps on the sides im- 
printed with gold-foil graphics. Retail price is 
$5.95. Also new, the Touch Me Yo-Yo, a Sunshine 
yo-yowith liquid crystal stickers on the side, that 
change colors as you touch them. Retail price, 
$2.95. Add $2.50 shipping and handling for either 
yo-yo if ordered by mail. Also, the Yomega Gem 
Collection now comes in a new color, fuschia, 
with a pearl clutch. Other new items from 
Yomega: the “Instant Juggling Book,” by Bob 
Woodbum ($9.95 +§2.50 S&H) complete with 
three juggling cubes; the Wiz-A-Whiri, a hand- 
launched helicopter, made of plastic ($.150 +$1 
S&H for up to four copters); the Hornet 
Boomerang, made in Australia of synthetic 
material with colorful, computer-assisted designs 
So that no two are alike ($9.95 +§2 S&H for up 


‘OPERATION G.L. YO,” continued from page 1 


3 in 1 wooden yo-yos, 2 for $18; Silver Bullet aircraft aluminum long-spinning 
yo-yo, 2 for $40; plus $2 P&H per package. Each package includes extra string, 
extra axles and instruction book. Also, the new, super-long spinning SB-2 ball- 
bearing yo-yo, boxed with Flight Manual and accessories, regularly $75, to G.L’s 


in Saudi, special $52 postpaid. 


Wallace Toy Co. Inc., P.O. Bax 349, Wallace, ID83873. Bunny Martin wooden 
yo-yos, 2 for $3.50 or 4 for $6, or 48 for $72, postpaid. 50 standard cotton-blend 


yoyo strings, $5. 


Wooden Monarch Yo-Yo, 1187 Coast Village Hwy., #249, Santa Barbara, CA 
93108, 805/966-4270. Handmade, long-spinning wooden yo-yos with beeswax 
finish. Because of company’s low profit margin, Wooden Monarch cannot offer 
2 for 1 but instead will absorb the normal shipping charges with each yo-yo or- 


dered. Three models, $15 each. 


Yomega Corp., 1058 Pleasant St., Fall River, MA 02723-0402. Yomega, the 
Yo-Yo with a Brain, 2 for $10.95; Yomega Gem Yo-Yos in ruby, saphire or fus- 
cha, 2 for$11.95; or Fireball (super-long spinning Outrageous style), 2 for $5.95; 


plus $3 P&H per package of 2. 


PLEASE NOTE: The offers listed are for mailing to a 
SINGLE ADDRESS! Both yo-yos must go to one address. 
If you want to send yo-yos to more than one address, please 
submit separate orders, separate postage and handling 


charges, etc. 


improves the yo-yo’s ability to loop. The otherset 
has slightly smaller axles, which increase the spin 
time. Aset of five axles (specify which ty pe) is $3; 
you may want to order two sets —one set of the 
long-spin and one of the better-loopers. Include 50 
cents postage and handling for one or two sets. 


YO ACCESSORIES 


The Yoster, a Yo-Yo Holster 


Bill J. Berendsen sent us a Yoster, a yo-yo 
holder/holster that clips onto your belt and holds 
one yo-yo securely in place. “I have found the 
Yoster to be superior to other designs in ease of 
use, versatility (it will work with any 2 1/4” 
diameter yo-yo) and comfort (with the yo-yo in or 
out of the holster).” Even though his pattem is 
protected by copyright, if you’d like to make your 
own Yoster, he gives any fellow yoer permission 
to make up to four Yosters. For a copy of his pat- 
tem, send him a self-addressed, stamped en- 
velope. They are easily cut out of leather or 
imitation leather. He didn’t ask for it, but itwould 
be nice if you’d enclose a dollar as a token expres- 
sion of gratitude for his willingness to share. Or, 
if you prefer, they are available directly from him, 
pre-cut, for$5 plus $1 shipping and handling. (Bill 
J. Berendsen, 1758 Eastem Ave. S.E, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49507.) 
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95 each. 
Send check or money order with $2.50 S&H to: 


Yomega Corp., P.O. Box 4146 
Fall River, MA 02720-0402 


“Dennis McBride’s 
Gallery of String Tricks” 


70 minutes. More than 50 front mounts, dismounts & tricks. 
Still available: "The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video” 
and “Gallery of Two-Handed Tricks” 


Each video, $25. 

Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model Hummingbird Yo-Yo with each tape. 
Add $2.50 S&H per order. 

Send your check today to: 


Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


HUMMINGBIRD CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
Hummingbird will custom manufacture 
wooden yo-yo parts, toys, premium items, cte. 
Compiete wood manufacturing capabilities 
including: 

0 Millwork 


0 Turnings 
0 Finishing 
Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Ltd. 
Arcade, NY 


FAX: 716-492-4375 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
28 Worcester Dr. 

Wayne, NJ 07470 

Phone: & Fax: 
201-694-7773 


Introducing American Spinners 
Jackets and T-shirts 


AMERICAN SPINNERS T-SHIRTS: 

Our 100% cotton t-shirts are of a loose 
cool fit with off-the-shoulder sleeves. Our 
American Spinners logo is emblazoned 
with rich vibrant glitzy blue diamond dust 
against a pure white setting. For extra 
comfort and yo-yo maneuvering ability, 
one size fits all. 

Price: $12.50 Shipping: $2.25 
Made in the U.S.A. 


AMERICAN SPINNERS JACKET: 

Our jacket is made of 100% white satin 
acetate. \ts poly-cotton ribbing on the 
collar, cuffs and hem with six white gloss 
snap buttons make it ideal for breezy days. 
Off-the-shoulder sleeves give the arms 
freedom of motion. The back of this light 
weight jacket sports a 12-inch American 
Spinners logo in a rich vibrant glitzy blue 
diamond dust, one size fits all. 

Price: $26.50 Shipping: $2.25 

Made in the U.S.A. 


i) 
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If you believe in what 
we are doing, please 


them the reason why. 


PROFILE 


Billy Ledbetter 


If business or pleasure ever takes you to Las 
Vegas, and especially if you like country and 
westem music, be sure to catch Billy Ledbetter 
and his band--and his yo-yo--in action. 

"I’ve been singing professionally for 30 years,” 
Billy told us when we stopped by to catch his act 
in early January. “I was the first act at Sam’s 
‘Town when it opened in March 1979. I came for 
two weeks and stayed for four years." Then he 
went back to Lousiana. 

Monroe, La., is home to him, but he’s in such 
demand in Las Vegas that he and his wife Sandra 
have rented an apartment in Las Vegas so they’!] 
have a place to stay on their frequent visits there. 

Billy performs his lounge act regularly at the 
Boyd-owned casinos that are off the main Strip. 
His show was voted the best longue act in Las 
Vegas four years in a row. 

In every set, Billy manages to get out his yo-yo 
and perform a few tricks. 

"ve done the yo-yoall my life--more than 40 
years,” he said. "I never quit, but I didn’t start 
doing it seriously until I was an adult....It keeps 
me youthful. 

"It’s a funny thing about the yo-yo," he con- 
tinued. "I'll perform at a place, and then when I 
go back a year later, they’! remember the yo-yo. 
Damest thing I ever saw. To the audience, the 
yo-yo is more impressive than anything you do. 
People remember it....? m surprised at the num- 
ber of people who sit there with their mouths 
open, who never saw anybody do anything real 
good with the yo-yo." 

His favorite trick is the "Yo-Yo in the Pocket," 
which he usually uses to close aset. "Sometimes 
I'll hit the pocket the first time,” he said. “But if 
you do it the first time, that takes the fun out of 
it" Far more dramatic, he says, is to miss it on 


YO HISTORY 


Send in Your Personal 
Yo-Yo History 


In our September-October 1990 issue, we asked 
the question, “Are You a World Champion?” We 
invited former “world champs” and other yo-yo 
champs from the past to send us information about 
their victories of many years ago. 

We are attempting to compile as complete a his- 
tory of the sport of yoing as we possibly can. 

Afew have begun to trickle in. We invite you to 
submit information about your own yo-yo vic- 
tories of old. Be sure to include copies of clips, 
certificates of award and other information that 
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the first try and get it on the second or third, build- 
ing up the audience anticipation and suspense. 

"Sometimes [the audience] will start betting on 
how many times it will take me to do it," he said. 

"There’s never been anything in my life that 
ever captured me any more than the yo-yo and 
the guitar. The yo-yo has been rewarding in its 
own way just as the music has. 

"We really took the yo-yo seriously when we 
were kids. This was the late-1940s, early 1950s. 
When the yo-yo man came around, it was an im- 
portant day in our lives....He’d stand across the 
street from the school in the moming where we’d 
see him as we came to school, daing two-handed 
‘Loop the Loop’ or ‘Two-Handed Shoot the 
Moon.’ You couldn’t wait until you got out of 
school. Sometimes he’d come on the school 
ground until they’d run him off, thinking he was 
a dope peddler or something, not knowing what 
true gentlemen these people were, how generous 
and giving they were. 

"They worked hard. The job didn’t pay well. 
It had to be the love of children and the love of 
the yo-yo that kept them going. 

"After school, we’d go over to the store and 
have our contests for that part of town. If you 
won, you’d go to the kiddie show at the Delta 
Theater, for contest finals. The prize was 
Chicago roller skates. I usually won the city con- 
test. I had a wealth of patches, but I lost them 
over the years. 

"This went on when I was between 8 and 12 
years old, then it was over. We didn’t see them 
anymore." 

"It was such a strong fratemity of people with 
all those old demonstrators, and then just over- 
night it died. And that’s sad. The only way it’s 
going to be brought back is by bringing back the 
traveling demonstrators.” 

"I think the yo-yo is the most fantastic toy that’s 
ever been invented. The sky’s the limit. It has 
no limitations, period... like a toy that will do it 
all. If the act ever Starts to drag, the yo-yo recon- 
ditions the room for me. [’m more relaxed be- 
cause I yo-yo every day." 

“I use white yo-yos [a special Billy Ledbetter 
model from Hummingbird} because they show 
up better on stage. 

Ifyou’ dlike a Billy Ledbetter yo-yo, he’ ll mail 
you one for $5 plus $1.25 postage. He’ll 
autograph it for you, of course. You can reach 
him at 4928 E. Tropicana Ave. #180, Las Vegas, 
NV 89121. 

Check the local papers or tourist guide to find 
out where Billy is performing, or call one of the 
Boyd properties--Sam’s Town, Hi Dorado, EH 
Dorado in Henderson (a suburb), Star Dust (on 
the Strip) or Sam’s Town Gold River in Laugh- 
lin--and ask. 


substantiate your claim. We particularly want to 
know the who, what, when, where, why and how 
of your victory. Second- and third-place winners 
are also invited to send information, as are those 
whosimply participated in the contest. Send us as 
much information as you can recall about who 
won the contest, where it was held, etc. We'll pub- 
lish as much information in “YYT" as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’ re always in- 
terested in your own reminiscences of what it was 
like to be a yo-yo kid back in the early days of yo. 
We especially want to hear from former yo-yo 
professionals who toured for Duncan and other 
y Oyo companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We’ Il probably want to talk toyouand 
get some additional details. 


Last International Champ? 


I believe I won the last Duncan Intemational 
Championship, which was held in 1964. I scored 
405 points over a two-day period to win a $5,000 
scholarship. 

‘The contest was held at Disneyland. I am enclos- 
ing several newspaper clippings. In particular, 
there is a copy of a picture of Don Duncan Jr 
presenting me with the Intemational Champion- 
ship Trophy. 

Pat Maley 
San Clemente, Calif. 


Chicago District Champion 


I started winning Duncan Yo-Yo contests in 
Chicago in 1951. I was 1953 District Champion 
and ended up a Junior Instructor. I have all kinds 
of Duncan patches form 1951 to 1953. I finished 
second in the City of Chicago in 1953. My prize 
was a Big Duncan Yo-Yo that I still have today. I 
have the old trick book that sold for 10 cents, and 
I also have a Duncan Yo-Yo pencil. I also have a 
big official Cheerio Champion patch and a Junior 
Cheerio Instructor patch. 

Iwas also on the “Randy Brown Duncan Yo-Yo 
TV Show” in Chicago [in the early 1950s]. In the 
1953 Chicago contest, I think a Filipino boy won 
the contest. About six others finished second. My 
brother, Lary North, and I were two of them. We 
all did “Loop the Loop” starting at the same time, 
and the one who lasted the longest won. 

PS., Are there any yo-yo clubs around the 
Chicago area? 

Barty North 
Rolling Meadows, Ill. 


PATHS TO 
THE STATE OF YO 


Yo-Yo—The Flying 
Gyroscope 


by Don Watson, “Captain Yo” 

Toy gyroscopes generally have a single disc, a 
central shaft projecting from each side of the disc, 
a surrounding cage and a string. The yo-yo is 
similar, having two disks mounted on a common 
central shaft between them, a string wound about 
the shaft, and no surrounding cage. With a toy 
gyroscope, you can demonstrate to yourself some 
of the yo-yo characteristics described here. 

With your favorite yo-yo, deliberately throw a 
fast but faulty “Sleeper” -- that is, throw it so the 
yo-yo hangs on the string with a definite tilt to the 
right or to the left. The inner face of one side of 
the yo will be rubbing the vertical string (at the 
rim of the yo-yo), slowing the yo-yo spin. But, 
watch the yo-yo as it rotates its position to the left 
if it is rubbing the left rim, and to the right, if it is 
tubbing the right rim. 

The motion you observe is called “precession” 
in the terminology of physics. The vertical string, 
in contact with the spinning yo-yoat the top of the 
rim, applies a force that tries to bring the yo-yo to 
the vertical position. Momentum attempts to keep 
the yo-yo spinning against the friction at the rim 
(and lesser friction at the axle), and the gyroscope 
effect of the yo-yo spin resists the side force of the 
string at the rim. Gyroscopes resist attempts to 
change the angular position of the axis of spin. The 
combination of these forces causes the yo-yo to 
pfecess — rotate to the left when tilted to the 
night, and rotate to the right when tilted to the left. 


« 


When you throw an accurate “Sleeper,” the yo- 
yo hangs vertically in line with the string and there 
is no contact of the string with either rim, and with 
a minimum of (or no) precession. If your yo-yo is 
not well balanced as it hangs in the string, you may 
see some very slow precession. Here are some fur- 
ther guidelines to improving your performance by 
avoiding precession: 

1. Throw asnappier “Sleeper,” the faster the yo- 
yO spins, the slower it will precess. 

2. In tricks like “Around the World,” “Man on 
the Flying Trapeze,” “Monkey Climb the String” 
and so on, keep the string (or strings) that are in 
the slot parallel to the slot. 

3. Smooth the inner faces of awooden yo-yoand 
wax the rim slightly, especially near the rim, to 
reduce friction with the string. Don’t leave excess 
wax and don’t wax the axle. You need axle fric- 
tion with the string for positive retum of the yo- 
yotoyourhand. - 

4. Try a yo-yo with much of its weight con- 
centrated at the rim. The increased (spinning) 
momentum effect increases the duration of spin 
and also reduces the rate of precession. Both of 
these effects give you more time for the trick with 
a noticeably more-stable yo-yo. The Playmaxx 
“Pro-Yo” and the Tom Kuhn “Silver Bullet” are 
examples of rim-weight concentration. 

Controlled precession improves the state of the 
State of Yo! 


Smothers Brothers on Tour 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers through April. Please 
check your local listings for further information. 

Feb, 9, Civic Center Salon, Ottawa, Ontario. 

Feb. 15, Harbor Castle Weston Hotel, Toronto, 
Ontario. 

Feb. 16-17, Grand Lake Theater, Lake Tahoe, 
Nev. 

March 16, Masonic Auditorium, Toledo, Ohio. 

March 18, The Grand Theater Centre, Sudbury, 
Ontario. 

March 20, Holiday Inn Entertainment Complex, 
Steven’s Point, Wisc. 

March 21-24, The Palace Theater, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

April 5-7, Performing Arts Center, Milwaukee, 
Wisc. 

April 11-15, The Golden Nugget, Las Vegas. 

April 19, Walnut Creek, Calif. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to 
print as many as we can. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
ptimarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

If we publish your trick, you receive a free 6- 
month extension on your subscription. 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ ll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 
You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’ re left-handed, make the ap- 
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The Research and Playful Publica- 
tioa about Spinaing Tops, Gyros, 
Rotating Tays & Related Devices 

_ Displaying your collection/Fistary/Science 

Patent reprints, games, articles, how-to's, profiles, yo-yos & tops appearing 

im art as well as old catalogs, recent issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” 

a removable yo-yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 

Add fact to your fun with Spla-Offs 
3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
$18/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add Sé/year 
Make check payable to TPlace. Mail to: 


Spinning Top Museum, 492 N. Pine, Burlington, WI 53105 


Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 


ssondigeniig teas ale M iH Rs 


er wnat Uist 
ches, a biogra 

asi etic poche ihe 
brothers and a listing of their concert ap- 
Pearances. 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


BROTHERS 
FAN CLUB 


P.O. Box 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


" . n 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! 

The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to... 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Reguiarly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 
(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for 
delivery in the U'S,, and at 

feast 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It's Yo-Yo Time!” 

Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of Y-Y Times are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 244, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 34, 3-5 and 3-.. If an issue is 
out of stock, we will send you a photocopy of the 
issue, unless you specify otherwise. Send $2 for 
each copy ordered, (Postpaid to the U.S., Canada 
and Mexico. For other foreign orders, add $1 for 
postage and handling per issue, except for #2-5S 
and 3-2, add $1.50 and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 
Back Issues, Yb-%} Times, 
P.O. Bax 1519, Herndon, VA22070 


propriate changes when following the directions. 


“The Patriot Missile” 

This is a formerty top-secret, recently declas- 
sified variation on “The Skyrocket.” Here’s how 
you do “The Sky rocket”: Throw a very hard spin- 
ner and hold your hand out in front of you. Unfas- 
ten the string loop from your yo-yo finger and 
pinch the loop between your thumb and forefinger. 

Then, give aslight tug on the string, bringing the 
yo-yohome. However, instead of catching the yo- 
yo, let the yo-yo go just as it is about to reach the 


son-offs. | 


HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 
World's Finest Hardwoods Fe 
Sold In Galleries x, 
High Performance 
2 Unique Shapes 

Enhance Grain, Feel Great? 


Indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
A Yo-yo Bag $5, Pkg. 5 Strings $1.00 
A ) B Specify Wood Type and Shape (A or Bi 
Send $15.00 + $2.25 (S&H) to: 
WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOs 


1187 Coast Village Road, #249 
Montecito, CA 93108 


SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 


Light Mahogany, Lacewood, Teak, Walnut 
Middle: Paduak, Maple, imbuyia, Zebrano, Cherry, 
losewood 


Oak, Satinwood, Ri 


SLO~YO.. 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Cofor Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin. tx 78758 


THE KLUTZ YO-YOBOOK $9.95 
Acomplete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 


illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


top of the string. 

If the spin is strong enough, it will continue to 
climb up toward the ceiling. This trick works best 
of all when you have a high ceiling. 

As it comes down, you can catch it inyou hand, 
your hat or your pocket. (See “Souping up Your 
‘Skyrocket’” by Paul Kyprie in the July-Aug. 
1990 “YYT”.) 

You can work up your own dialogue to go along 
with the trick, drawing from whatever might be 
current in the news. 

I like to explain that this is an old trick I have 
renamed: “I call it, “The Patriot’! It’s a winner!” 

You can use this as part of a patriotic series of 
tricks, including “The American Flag”. Here’s 
how I do the flag: 

I ask the audience if they’d like to see “The 
American Flag.” Naturally, they would. Sol mess 
around a bit and fumble with the string and say 
something patriotic such as, “You thought sym- 
bols of freedom are easy to get ahold of? We have 
to defend them.” 

Sometimes I’1l “pretend” to hear someone in the 
audience make a comment, which I will answer. 
“No! This is a hot trick, but not one that has ever 
bumed me!...Here it comes now!” 

Pll then do “The Texas Star,” which is too com- 
plicated to explain here but which you can find in 
most of the trick books. (See, for example, p. 69 
in Helane Zeiger’s “The World ona String,” avail- 
able from Tom Kuhn Yoyos for $12.50 plus $2.50 
S&H; see address in Kuhn’s ad elsewhere in this 
issue.) I announce proudly, “The stars!” 

Then I quickly do the trick known as “Behind 


Bars,” which is also too complicated to explain 
here (See pp. 78-79 in Zeiger’s book) and an- 
nounce, “...and the stripes! Long may it wave!” 


“Rock Around the Clock” 

First, make “The Clock,” which is nothing more 
than “Rock the Baby.” Comment that this trick is 
also called “The Clock.” Say, “Tick, tock, tick, 
tock” as the “pendulum” (the yo-yo) rocks back 
and forth in the cradle. 

Hold the rocking yo-yo in one spot and “walk 
around” it, commenting that you are doing “Rock 
Around the Clock.” 

Be sure to time your walking so that the yo-yo 
does not get tangled in with the string. The yo-yo 
will tend to swing in the same plane because of 
gyroscopic action. 

This trick is relatively easy but requires some 
practice to get the timing down correctly. 


“The Screwy Trap” 
Jason Nelson 
Penock, Minn. 

Doa “Luner Loop” (“Loop the Loop”) once or 
twice. As the yo-yo goes out in front of you on one 
of the loops, stick your left forefinger out in front 
of you and let the yo-yo string loop around the 
finger, landing the yo-yo on the string as if you 
were doing “Man on the Flying Trapeze.” 

After a few seconds, pull your forefinger out of 
the loop and let the yo-yo rewind back into your 
hand. 

I hope you have better success than I did with 
this trick. One time, while practicing it, my yo-yo 
broke! 


“Around the World 
on the Carousel” 
Bonnie Matthews 


Manassas, Va. 

This trick works well for me (I’m 5’5”) but 
might not work so well for someone who is very 
tall. 

I use this trick when I want to do “Around the 
World” and there is a low ceiling. Throw “Around 
the World” as usual. As the yo-yo goes up toward 
the ceiling, bend your knees. As the yo-yo comes 
down toward the floor, straighten your knees. If 
you are able to do “Around the World” two or 
more times, you get the effect of riding a horse on 
a carousel. 


“Rock the Baby in the Fingerloop” 
Gerald E. Linden, Esq. 


Monroe, Conn. 

Throw a fast sleeper Slip the knot off your 
finger and expand the slip knot. “Rock the Baby” 
in the finger loop. 


“Growing Down” 
Gerald E. Linden, Esq. 


Monroe, Conn. 

Throw the yo-yo softly. Partway down, jerk it 
back. Allow it to fall again, traveling progressive- 
ly further down the string each time until it reaches 
bottom. 

This trick can follow a similar sequence where 
the yo-yo travels progressively higher up the 
string until it reaches your hand. Kids will find this 
interesting if you explain that we all grow up from 
the ground, but have they ever thought of what it 
would be like to start at the top (with your feet in 
the air) and grow down? 

The string will probably knot while doing the 
“growing down” sequence. But, “Growing 
Down” is a stupid concept, anyway. You might 
want to use a take-apart yo-yo such as a Yomega 
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Outrageous, Playmaxx Take-Apart Pro-Yo or a 
Tom Kuhn model. 


“Juggling with a Yo” 
Eric Richardson, “The Yoster” 


Bradenton, Fila. 

Here is a move I'd like to share with all you jug- 
glers out there. 

Juggle three (or more, if you can) objects, one 
of which is ayo-yo. Juggle in your regular pattem. 

When the yo-yo is coming down out of its arc to 
your right hand, look for the protruding string. 

Grab the STRING (not the yo-yo), whip the yo- 
yo down and bring it back up. 

Whip it back into the juggling pattem. 

Repeat it, if you can. 

This will require a LOT of practice. I’ve only 
been able to do it once so far, but it is possible. 


“Double Double-or-Nothing” 
Mark Sitton, “Yo Natural” 


Chico, Calif. 

Doa “Double or Nothing.” Then, while the yo- 
yOis still spinning, reverse itand unwindit, swing- 
ing the yo-yo around ina large circle the opposite 
way. 

—— momentum going and doa “Double or 
Nothing” in the opposite direction. 

This trick requires a very long-spinning yo-yo. I 
use a Silver Bullet. 


“Flush the Toilet” 

This is actually an old trick, but it’s never made 
it into any of the yo-yo books we’ve seen. (We 
think we know why.) “Loopin’ Larry” Shirley of 

Kansas, suggests that it belongs in the 
category of “Stupid Yo-Yo Tricks.” You can say 
that again. Here’s his description of how to do it 

Start with a good fast spinner While the yo is 
spinning, stick out the thumb of your yo hand. 
With the other hand, grab your thumb and give it 
a push like the flush handle and bring the yo back 
home. At the same time, make a “flushing” sound 
with your mouth. 

It’s kind of silly..., but kids seem to love it. 


LETTERS 


Send Your Letters and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
to you if we have questions. We will not printyour 
address unless you ask us to. 


Wonderful People 

Id like to share with you a little of the fun my 
wife, Sue, and I had last October at the Chico, 
Calif., contest (see YYT, Nov.-Dec. 1990 issue). 
We commend Dennis McBride, Bob Malowney 
and all those involved for their efforts in organiz- 
ing a first-class contest. 

Dennis is a fine teacher, and his videos are a vital 
contribution to the “Wonderful World of Yo.” 

Thanks to the interest these people have shown 
in the youth of their state, California has produced 
some of the greatest young yo-yo players the 
world will ever know. Just to mention a few of 
them: Mark Sitton, Robert and Mark Litton, Paul 
Buethe and many others. They are some of the 
most pleasant young people we have ever en- 
countered. 

We also enjoyed the pleasure of meeting Dale 
Oliver and seeing and visiting with Don Duncan 
once again. 

Yo in Peace! 

Dale Myberg : 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


Still Playing With Strings 

Hi! Yes, I’m still at it. 1 guess Pm hooked on 
yoing. Oh, I put ‘em away for a couple of months 
Orso, so that I could pursue my other stringed ad- 
diction— playing the guitar 

But, as most everyone is aware, you just can’t 
help but pick up that little round thing on a string 
and give it a whirl every now and then. It’s just so 
much fun! 

I haven't yet figured out how to play both the 
guitar and the yo-yo at the same time. I need more 
work. Maybe another arm would help. 

Yoists still seem to be fairly scarce here in 
‘Topeka. Some things seem to take a while tocatch 
on here. Maybe we need more inspiration, such as 
“The Retum of the Yo-Yo” exhibit visiting our 
fine mall along with a few of the great yoists to 
demonstrate their skills. 

Do you know of any such event heading to 
America’s great heartland? Is there anybody I 
could write orcall tocheck this out? I think if some 
of the folks came to Kansas (particularly, Topeka), 
it would help get people here more enthused about 
yOing. 

Ahearty “Yo!” to you and all the readers. Keep 
up the fine work! 

“Loopin’ Larry” Shirley 
1700 S.W. Hope 
Topeka, Kansas 66604-3456 

[Lanry: We know of no plans tobring the travel- 
ing yo-yo exhibit or any other exhibits to your 
area. Why not create your own? Can any readers 
help Larry out? If you’ re heading his way, drop 
him a line.] 
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YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue, 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


[ ] lyearof Yo-YoTimes $12.06 


[ ] 2years of Yo-Yo Times $18.00 


[ ] 3years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 


(Intemational subscribers add $6 per year for 
postage & handling) (4-1) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 
Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 
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Around Your Finger 


by Gerald E. Linden 

Contrary to popular belief that the middle finger 
should be used for yo-yoing, the index finger is 
more appropriate. 

The index finger, otherwise known as the 
“pointer” or “forefinger,” is generally more exer- 
cised and versatile than the middle finger, because 
it is commonly used for pointing, scolding, hunt- 
and-peck typing, channel selection, scratching 
and picking. Further, its location adjacent to our 
prehensile thumb makes it invaluable for grasp- 
i 

"On the other hand, the middle finger provides 

less tactile feedback than the index finger, is clum- 
sier and less agile. Furthermore, extending the 
middle finger in public is likely to be construed as 
a socially unacceptable gesture. 

The inappropriate practice of using the middle 
fingeris not justified by long-standing custom and 

e. 

Use your index finger for yo-yoing! 

For those who disagree outright with my posi- 
tion on this subject, permit me to take the liberty 
of proposing a third altemative — using BOTH the 
index and middle fingers for yoing. By looping 
your string as shown below, you will experience 
a higher level of control overyouryo-yo. Youwill 
also notice that the loop has a reduced tendency to 
tighten and cut off the circulation to your finger- 


tips. 


Middle 
Fengec / Tole 
x = 


Gerald Linden suggests that a double loop 
around both your middle and index fingers 
may give you better control over your yo-yo. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
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Are you looking for an old yo-yo friend or 
teacher you’ve lost touch with? Share the infor- 
mation with us. 

If you know the whereabouts of or have other 
information about anyone whose name appears in 
this section, contact us at Y>-Yb ‘Times, and we’ll 
put you in touch with the individual who placed 
the original request, 

Tommy Hatcher 

Billy Ledbetter wonders what happened to his 
old friend Tommy Hatcher, an ex-Duncan/Flam- 
beau demonstrator originally from Louisville, 
Kentucky. “In the early 1970s, he was in Florida. 
He came to see me when I was performing about 
8 ycars agoat the Marina Hotel, and I haven’tseen 
him since. He was real good, as good as I eversaw. 
He was one of the best two-handers. He used to 
perform with those Glow in the Dark plastic yo- 
yos. I could never do anything with them. I guess 
he’d be in his late 50s now.” 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
* Solid Piece of Beechwood 
© Official Signature Model 


© Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
© Plastic Carrying Case 
© Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo - $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos - $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Box 349 1-800-535-3364 


Wallace, idaho 83873 
Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 


Write for Information. 


We'll put you on our 
mailing list. 
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}e OVER THE FALLS « FLYING SAUCER® WARP DRIVE * TIDAL WAVE = BRAIN TWISTER Ls 


WERE ON THE MARKET 
America's Best! ONE PIECE 
Wooden Yo-Yo 

e Tournament Quality « Dynamically Balanced 
e Spectacular Finishes « Custom Designs, Labeling 
e Rhinestones & Holograms 
Watch for: 
Limited Edition Yo-Yo Announcements 


e American Spinners Jackets 
e Yo-Yo Cards 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
28 Worcester Dr. 

Wayne, NJ07470 

Phone & Fax: 
201-694-7773 
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Ray Evans 

Herman Lau of Sacramento, Calif., writes: “I 
have a videotape of an old ‘You Asked for It’ seg- 
ment that featured Ray Bvans doing yo-yo tricks. 
The show mentions that he was 1954 or 1955 
World Champion. He was one of the smoothest 
one- and two-handed tricksters 've ever seen. 
Very suave demeanor, also. 

I have showed this tape to a few people, and 
they’ve always asked, ‘Whatever happened to 
Ray Evans?’ Does anyone know? 


How to Become 
a Better Performer 


by Helane Zeiger 

I recently received a letter from Brad Holt of 
Klein, Tex. asking about how to put on a better 
performance. As I was answering it, it occurred to 
me that the problems he poses in his letter and my 
suggestions to him might apply to other yo-yoen- 
thusiasts across the country. 

Here’s his letter. 

“Dear Mrs. Zeiger: I bought your famous book, 
‘World on a String,’ last summer. I leamed many 
new yo-yo tricks from it. | have been yoing for 
about two years now. i 

“I am a lifeguard at a small pool in-north Hous- 
ton. That is where I practice, and sometimes show 
off a little. 
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“On a good day, I gather a crowd of about 10 
people. That is why I am writing you. 

“I know you have been a yo-yo pro for 25 years 
and I need some pointers on how to perform in 
front of a crowd. Sometimes I get nervous and I 
mess up. I don’t know what to say or what to do 
in the middle of the routine. 

“When I practice my little routine, I do it flaw- 
lessly, but when I get in front of a crowd I just mess 
up. 

“Maybe it is just the yo-yo I have been using. 
It’s a plain Klutz Yo-Yo. It is good for learning, 
but I guess it is not good for performing. 

If I keep on messing up in front of a crowd, Iwill 
never become a good yo-yoer” 

T replied to him this way: 

First of all, thanks for buying, reading and using 
my book to perfect your yo-yo skills. It gives me 
great pleasure to know that through my book Ican 
teach people how to yo-yo, 

Be assured, Brad, that part of yo-yoing is 
making mistakes. Even the pros make them. 

Going through a repertoire of tricks without 
making a single mistake is like shooting a perfect 
game in basketball. You can do it on a very rare 
occasion, but it’s more likely that you’ re going to 
miss every now and then. 

So, you do need to have a couple of jokes or 
ways to make those mistakes part of your act. 

One thing I do when I make a mistake is to say 
to my audience, “You know what I call that trick?” 
I wait a few seconds, then I answer my own ques- 
tion by saying, “I call it, ‘Boo-Boo.’” 

Sometimes I say something like, “I’m going to 
do that trick until I get it right!” Or I'll say, “The 
next trick is very hard. I might not get it on the 
very first try. I’ll needy ou to be very quiet sol can 
concentrate.” 


AD-VYO",, peaonoogs 


1665 E. 18th St., Suite 207, Tucson, Arizona 85719 
(602) 623-9981 FAX #(602) 792-1206 


AD-YOs ARE KEPT 
FOREVER! 


ASK ABOUT 
OUR YEAR-ROUND 
GIFT-YOS 


AD-YOS PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS! 


PROMOTE YOURSELF! 


AD-YOS PROMOTE YOUR ORGANIZATION! 


If I do miss, the audience is not disappointed. If 
I make it, they’ re often impressed. 

The important thing to know is that you don’t 
have to be perfect foryour audience to enjoy your 
performance. 

One more thing: If I do want to put on a flaw- 
less performance, I don’ tinclude tricks that are ex- 


- tremely difficult for me to do on the first try, or 


tricks that I’ve just learned and haven’t perfected 
yet. 

The yo-yo you use does make a difference. I al- 
ways use a yo-yo that I feel I can totally control 
and one that I am very used to. I always practice 
with the same yo-yo. 

In my case, I use the simple “Woody” yo-yo 
manufactured by Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos. I al- 
ways have two or three Woodys on hand when I 


perform. 

If I do get a knot in the string while performing, 
I don’t waste time fixing it. [just switch to another, 
teady-to-go yo-yo. 

That reminds me: I always put new strings on 
my yo-yos, test them, and have the strings at the 
Tight tension just before I use them in my perfor- 
mance. 

If you'd like to purchase some advanced yo-yos, 
you'll find the addresses of a number of yo-yo 
makers in “Yo-Yo Times.” You might also want to 
invest in a yo-yo video that will help you further 
your yo-yo activities. 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo- Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless 
you specify differently. 

Yb- Times assumes 
no responsibility or 
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P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


FIRST CLASS 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? 
Is it about to expire? Check the date on the top line of your 
mailing label below. If it is “2/91” or earlier, this is your 
LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one more renewal 
notice. If you have not yet renewed, do so today. Please write 
your "account number" (it’s in the upper left-hand comer of 
the mailing label) and the word "RENEWAL" on your 
check. See coupon on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don’t 
miss a single issue! 


liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

YO-YO VIDEOS WANTED. Looking for any 
clips featuring television or film characters or 
actors yo-yoing. Prefer VHS. Trade possible. 
If you can't dub tapes, would like to borrow. 
Kara Sjoblom, 1750 Rubio Dr., San Marino, 
CA 91108. 


WANTED: Old tin, wood and early plastic yo- 
yos. Duncan, Goody, Cheerio, Whirl King, 
Jewel, etc. Also, Duncan books, patches, 
pins, trophies, strings, memorabilia. State 
condition and price. Les Gordon Il, 6475 E. 
550 S., Whitestown, IN 46075-9763, 
317/769-3382. 

FOR SALE: Antique, collectable yo-yos: 
Bandalore, Duncan, Royal. Radovan family 
collection. Send self-addressed stamped en- 
velope for details to: Jo Ann Radovan Brown, 
P.O. Box 40042, Georgetown, TX 78628 for 
complete details. 


ROYAL TOPS Manufacturing Co. (estab- 
lished 1937) and Chico (estab. 1951), two of 
the oldest names in yo-yo, are for sale, includ- 
ing: trademarks, patents and yo-yo molds; 
heat set machine; presses; yo-yo winders; 
string winders; display boxes; bubble molds; 
display cards; miscellaneous tools. Serious 
inquiries only. Contact: Tom Radovan, 1445 
N.E. 136th St., Miami, FL 33161, 305/895- 
5828. 

MINT CONDITION Parker Nationa! and 
Olympic Yo-Yos, gold or silver, with logos. $8 
each plus $2 postage and handling or 12 for 
$80 plus $6 P&H. Also, Parker Strings (2 toa 
pack), $1 per packet. While supplies last: 
Satellite Yo-Yos with logo, $8 each postpaid 
or $55/dozen +$6 P&H. Genuine Japanese 
yo-yo strings, $2 per packet. (U.S. dollars.) 
Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8. 


